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Total income 2024: 68.696 EUR

Total expenditure 2024: 69.688 EUR
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2024 MAIN PROJECTS

Promoting critical thinking in pre-electoral and electoral context

Period: October 2023 - December 2024

Funded by: the Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands
Budget: 19.840 EUR

Role: applicant

Brief: The project “Promoting critical thinking in pre-electoral and electoral context” aimed at increasing
critical thinking among the general public, media professionals, regulatory bodies and politicians on the
importance of fair, free and accountable media in electoral contexts.

Main outcomes:

During the project lifespan, ActiveWatch has published and put forward:

- 4 analyses

- 2 policy papers and 1 informative article

- 20 rapid reactions and advocacy actions

- 18 educational materials (infographics and factsheets)

The reports and rapid reactions produced in this project were used as sources of information for our
submission to the Rule of Law Report of the European Commission for 2025, that we put forward to
the Commission together with Reporters without Borders.

The reports and rapid reactions produced in this project were also used as sources of information for
the “Media Capture Monitoring Report: Romania”, published by two leading advocacy and research
organizations in Europe - the International Press Institute and the Media and Journalism Research
Center. The Media Capture Monitoring Report aims at assessing the state of media capture by
political interests and the extent to which regulation to protect media independence meets new
standards set by the European Media Freedom Act. It is meant to help policy development and
implementation at EU level.

Due to our sustained efforts of monitoring the media landscape, and due to our permanent monitoring
of, as well as involvement, with the relevant public authorities, AW managed to provide the first
assessment of political spending in the media based on public information available at the National
Council of Audiovisual.

We analyzed all relevant audiovisual legislation and put forward a legal analysis that was never done
before regarding the (i)legality and (un)ethical aspects of payments received by media outlets from

political parties for access on prime time TV shows.

Our rapid reactions and advocacy actions were meant at safeguarding a better legislative and
institutional framework with impact on the electoral processes.
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Project “Group of NGOs for Citizens”

Period: January 2024 — December 2024

Funded by: the Network of European Foundation/CIVITATES
Budget: 9.660 EUR

Role: Partner

The project aims to contribute to a healthy electoral campaign, by exposing and preventing anti-
democratic and populist back-sliding, and potential attacks, including hate speech, attempts to limit
the civic freedoms, scape-goat-ing etc.; encouraging a healthy electoral debate, focused on real
issues, rather than on populistic messages; encouraging a better representation of traditionally under-
represented groups. The project also aims to use the electoral campaigns to advocate for the
legislative issues on our agenda: right to peaceful assemblies, transparency in decision-making,
access to information as well as to open the debate on other issues (such as public safety vs.
authoritarianism, involvement of the military in civil affairs). We aim to build a communication
campaign to stimulate the citizens’ critical attitude towards populism. We also work to strengthen the
Coalition’s capacity: internal cohesion, members’ involvement, improving the return of investment for
members, building a community of supporters, strengthening our voice on EU affairs.
https://www.stareademocratiei.ro/

Project “We need to talk about elections - Tools and talks

for informed elections and decisions”

Period: March 2024 - March 2025

Funded by: the Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands
Budget: 14.490 EUR

Role: applicant

The project aimed to introduce university students to the challenges raised by the electoral campaigns
of 2024 and 2025, and to empower these young voters with a set of critical skills and attitudes,
helping them to become better informed voters.

Outcomes and outputs:

- Over 500 better informed young voters (students from Bucharest, Cluj-Napoca, Oradea, and
Timisoara)

- 11 seminars at 9 different universities/faculties

- Networking and know-how exchange with 8 university professors around the country

- Improved understanding of young people political and social concerns, as well as their information
needs

- 45 experts and students gathered in a workshop on audience and research, with the participation of
international speakers, hosted by the University of Bucharest

- 9 conference lectures published online
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Project “Civic Space Grant”

Period: December 2023 - December 2024
Funded by: IFEX

Budget: 20.000 USD

Role: applicant

With the IFEX Civic Space Grant support, ActiveWatch was able to sustain its actions aimed at
protecting the civic space and the right to FOE&I in Romania, focusing on bringing to light and raising
awareness on the negative actions and narratives targeting independent media and non-
governmental organisations (NGOs), in an electoral context.

During the project lifespan, ActiveWatch has published and put forward 34 documents:
- 1 in-depth analysis;

- 16 rapid reactions/public statements;

- 17 policy papers and legislative advocacy statements.
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Find out more about our work:

Rapid reactions and public statements: https://activewatch.ro/search/#p=article
- Analysis reports: https://activewatch.ro/search/#p=publication
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Annex: List of projects 2019-2024

Project Reference No and Period (start and Role Amount
Title, Funding programme end date) (COO, (EUR)
BEN,
AE,
OTHER)
“Promoting critical thinking in | October 2023 - 19.840
pre-electoral and electoral | December 2024 coo
context” funded by the
Embassy of the Kingdom of the
Netherlands
“IFEX Civic Space Grant” December 2023 - 20.000
April 2025 coo
“We need to talk about | March 2024 - 14.490
elections - Tools and talks for | March 2025 coo
informed elections and
decisions” funded by the
Embassy of the Kingdom of the
Netherlands
“Group of NGOs for Citizen”, | January 2024 - 9.660
funded by the Network of | December 2024 BEN
European
Foundation/CIVITATES
“Home” , funded by Active | March 2022 - 75.331
Citizens Fund/EEA Grants March 2024 coo
“FreeEx Digest” - funded by the | September 2022 - 14.880
Embassy of the Kingdom of the | October 2023 coo
Netherlands
“Group of NGOs for Citizen”, | December 2021 - 19.440
funded by the Network of | November 2023 BEN
European
Foundation/CIVITATES
“Realign ActiveWatch’s | October 2021 - CO0 19.900
communication strategy and | May 2022
channels and adapt the
Freedom of Expression
program to the new reality” ,
funded by IFEX
“Integrity requires solidarity - | March 2021 - 34.557
SOLID - a program to | August 2022 BEN
strengthen whistleblower’s
protection”, funded by Active
Citizens Fund/EEA Grants
\I/QVEE(C):-';’\FI{XE?RACI-AG-ZOW February 2020 - BEN 16.383
May 2022
Open Code for Hate Free September 2019 - | COO 201.853
Communication May 2022
850419 — OpCode — REC-AG-
2018/REC-RRAC-ONLINE-
AG-2018
“Monitoring Media Market | April 2020 - June BEN 23.500

Distortions in Central Eastern | 2021
Europe”, funded by New
Endowment for Democracy

Website (if any)

https://activewatch.ro/search/#p=publi
cation

https://activewatch.ro/

https://activewatch.ro/

https://www.stareademocratiei.ro/

www.homelessness.ro

https://activewatch.ro/search/#p=publi
cation

https://www.stareademocratiei.ro/

https://activewatch.ro/

https://avertizori.ro/

coe.int/en/web/inclusion-and-
antidiscrimination/wecan4hrs

mindthehate.com

https://mertek.eu/wp-
content/uploads/2021/10/Mertek-
fuzetek_19.pdf
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Do One Brave Thing
812631 — DOBT — ISFP-2017-
AG-CSEP

GrassrootWavelengths/
780890 / H2020-ICT-2017-1

The European Media Coach
Initiative

592233-EPP-1-2017-1-CY-
EPPKA3-IPI-SOC-IN

January 2019 - BEN
May 2021

January 2018 - BEN
January 2021

December 2017 - BEN
May 2021

92.305

115.125

38.960

onebravething.eu

https://radiocivic.ro/

mediacoacheurope.com
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